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stated that it was Megalius, and challenged them to discuss it. However, Marcellinus ruled the personal discussion out of order, and at last dragged the bishops to the question at issue. The Catholics tried to introduce the fact of their communion with the ' churches beyond the sea' (again laying no particular stress on the judgment of the bishop of Rome), but the Donatists at once protested, and the point was abandoned without difficulty. ' It was not a question of the whole world, but an African question,' said the Donatists ; < the churches beyond the seas must wait and communicate with the victors.' Then the formal issue was discussed in the light of Scripture and history. The conference had begun in the early morning, and it was growing dusk when Marcellinus closed the discussion and cleared the room for the writing of the verdict. The Donatists had quickly abandoned the complimentary way in which they addressed him on the first day, and they were probably under no illusion when they were recalled to hear his sentence. The Catholics had proved their case to his satisfaction ; the Donatists were to hand over their churches to the Catholics, and they were forbidden to hold further meetings.